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Abstract

This article examines the political role of the Red Cross in social welfare activities.
Although the Red Cross is widely regarded as a humanitarian organization committed to the
principle of neutrality, in practice it maintains close relationships with both the state and
society. Such proximity positions the Red Cross at the intersection of humanitarian action
and political dynamics, enabling it to exercise political functions in multiple ways. The
analysis draws on state—society relations, soft power, and humanitarian diplomacy to explain
how Red Cross interventions shape responses to social problems and influence public policy.
Methodologically, the study synthesizes historical, legal, policy, and contemporary scholarly
documents, complemented by interpretive content analysis. The findings identify three
major dimensions of the Red Cross’s political role. First, it enhances state legitimacy and
public image through relief for vulnerable populations, disaster assistance, and support for
those in distress, reinforcing perceptions of the state as attentive to citizens’ suffering.
Second, it acts as an intermediary that connects the state with business actors, religious
organizations, and community networks. This brokerage role enables rapid mobilization of
funds, knowledge, volunteers, and resources, while also widening civic participation in public
affairs. Third, the Red Cross contributes to humanitarian and social policy agendas by
developing assistance standards, advancing public health initiatives, protecting at-risk groups,
and strengthening volunteer systems, thereby shaping long-term directions of social policy.
Nevertheless, close state ties create challenges regarding neutrality, political symbolic
appropriation, functional overlap with government agencies, and transparency in aid
allocation. The article recommends strengthening institutional governance, establishing
systematic disclosure of assistance, adopting digital technologies for monitoring and
evaluation, and prioritizing beneficiaries’ voices to sustain credibility and improve social

welfare effectiveness in contemporary democratic societies.
Keywords: 1. networks of power; 2. social space; 3. local politicians; 4. good governance
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Wiieusziuanudusgifvesuszasu aseunguiansdismiolanizntiuasuinsnisdeiu-
duasuluszeren vasderiunsdruanaseignesuieindunssviunisiauasnsiia ety
wazwludymeniuiionsouvasynna nqu uazyusu lneBandnividnwas dndaesanuluuyud
fenudanandliiuin “afafnis-dipuanased” flvfanssunisnaaasedy mndudiunies
lassasianisdan1sdepunduiiusiudune nsides wazuleuigaisisuglagnse neldsezuy
alaRnisuuunmanAvedlng a1sianmsasaseiildegluliesaiieshewey winszangeglueioiy
AAUTEABU BIANTANEY wazesansliuaneils Fadhunfuiuresinnwesigiasadauinnssunis
1 A 1% wa o [ s ad ! A 1 g"“ 9y &
Prgwdeangau (@audh 1535039, 2546) luussanitinstigmdewad “aniniyalng” 10y
29ANIAUNYWESITUNLAUIAALUN T sEIRMansLaslsanIdu mszdonninainusun
A ! Y o/ g.J/ ! aa < a v
N13aeIEnINUsEnAkarAULUAIURIsT Inad AN SN VAL -5 ea WA, 2436 Tnalsusiy
IINNTAUATIRIIMITHAE AT UL UAIATINN UYL IEENTUTINIMNTaNSI T LA TUAT 1 TUAY
Turanmau (international committee of the red cross [ICRC], 1993/2009; Thai Red Cross
Society, n.d.-a) UsziAin1snessiilesdu “uvR-55-aa1dungn3e” vinlinivalnedaausiiaelu
Insaasesy-deeu Aalussdnsenvudenesgiildsuanudetioguasiiniovionsaunquinussme

Tugatagiunivialngdiliun1siadinuannseiainiay AauduUIINImMnIwasiiu
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AfouazeusauiouywessTus1aUsEive (Thai Red Cross Society, n.d.-b; Nithat-ek, 2022)
Uraulade lassadrandsvesnwialng dinnuniviadmia danudeuleadeanvudiu
NIENTIEMIANY N5 eaNsTAELAUTEYIAUATIENYRINIYINEINNTAVNUTINY
deunasesluiuilasindinariuseansnim (Nithat-ek, 2022) mm’lné’%ﬂﬁu%’gvﬁuﬁdﬂﬁﬁmwé’a
BAUINATUNITTLALNSNEINTUAZNITVENBUTNTEIANANATIZI wivauzifeafuivilinimnegly
aununisidediaenanidedlild aumdnnsanazessuiunsnimauasidsnafiouuns aadns
mMunda “uywesssu amdunans alidndes uazarmdudase” Wevhauitunansaiy
Taudanazmuynteinagislasnend (Pictet, 1979; ICRC, 2023) aeslsAa Lona15n1939n13
seninaUsemadin “anudunans’ Lﬂuué’ﬂmafffgﬂﬁwmmama INIIEBIANTUY BETITUA DY
UUAnsTuuIungunasy nsvmg waznsiiloswesdenufinudnluriewmae (Harroff-Tavel, 1989:
Franke, 2010; Chernova, 2024) nandntemnils neeralillegiaumsnisidlesuuunssansesy us
Duiaunanisiileadsanduiidnadenisdeorudam n15a319AU10U555Y UALAITIAATT
n3ngnsiilodany

{of915HIUNTOU “NIYANLBESTIN” War “S1u1alEe soft power” aziiudfinis
malesvesnviadainudeiu mayauysessaugnisnuiiduniuneeuvesesdnsiyvesssuly
slutgisnauazassusulinssiuiieduesesfiuneun Judunsdesedlufiufiulouis
1num39 (De Lauri, 2018; Bogatyreva, 2023) d@2u soft power Ag é’mwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁu “GUYDUAADY
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M7 WIULTIFAYeLATlEN TRIUETIN UATAINYBUSTIN UINNIINTUNAY (Nye, 2004) A151T
anaTiveImMyIadsanansovmin i lunuiddiydnuaivesiuardsay veluseduneluusznea
(asumnulindasiesy) uazszauseninalszme (@sunmanvalussinaluniuyvesssy) ogaelsh
i Tudsemalne udnwiiAsaiunmmediulngdaduiinisuimsnsia nsunmd -a1s13asge
LATUNUMAIUNFUSTI AT Tundn vazfinseduie “unummemsidles” vesmvindenis
Fanstymisaunasulovisasisaedsdogdita suves Nithat-ek (2022) widlifuiauinisnis
vssmmndvesmmalneiiulriunsmiloiuiguiatasszuuswnsesudeeudesly usd
Dndeslinnusotn nmssmilenuiairsdvinarefiamsatafnsdinuasigosils uagnmainu
arundunaangliauduiusdsnanldseauln fdunmsfinwunummanmadiosweamease
Aanssudsruaaasgidadianuddyesnaosdusens Ysenisusn Hrevhenudilanalnfiosdns
uywesTIUAssFaAuTeusssuazaliNslelus g unsthemdeiienseu Feduusiu
nsiilesid esrmBusentazmsvensusualudsnuuszesulag Usznisiiass daseduiedn
wdetnenar iy “Fnansds-deen” Tumsszaamu enanatas uasniwenns aunoguiiud
sl TuEIazAIA AN TEINdsaY Usznsfiany Waliinsliengiinnvaiidiu
nandunassuLazulovediauduaywesssedislsluszzen felunngingafeftiuagly
an1zuné (Harroff-Tavel, 1989; De Lauri, 2018) LLag‘Ui%ﬂﬁ‘ﬁl?{ AFUBUAUUNUINNIINISLIT B4
agnslunsanazdiglininalarnAdiauasasizisaniuusssunaue anulusda wagnis
AyIvERUAaTivIzaY WoanmudswionsgnltiBsdydnvaimaniaiies wagdhvivanainy
Junanslidenadesiuunsgiuaina (ICRC, 2023; Chernova, 2024) é’aamm‘f UNAIY “UNUM
mensidesvesnvindefanssudiauannsii” SajuaueguAniidenlossziimaniveaniva
Inefunquilss-dann $1u1aida soft power WazMSYANYwWESEITN LileeSurenalnmsileaiiuseyly
nunywessiegndusyuu suartisensydiuanudtladensyihnudiauanasgiluuiunlvesiy
arfe uazfugnudeyadinimsdmiumaiamissdnsnvauazulovedinuidandnuywe sy
wazUszusulagluniouriu

anudunansiuanulnadaiuiy

Usziiiu “ansdunans (neutrality) Aumulnd@aiusy (auxiliary/partner role)” vos
nwe Wumilouduseasaduiwuiunulunuuyvessaunasnudiananniesi dunido
paunsalidmdnns Snidunilsiernuaiadsaniuuarnmsufiinislufiuiiass mnudaeien
seianduildlfidudounniaswasnian mnasfeusssurifive soudsauanasziludsny
afelvsiAnanideanisidediild lulanvesnvinaina “anudunars” gnilennlidadn vuaunis
nwededliiindraielaluaudauds uarlidluiduludofmmmisniniles Wemd eau vie
gaunsal ilesnwnnallindavemnde uaziinfedifionseuldednaasnde thanaeniminegig
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Jean Pictet 83u1831 Avmidunansliildnig “Guassearnamnd” uidudeuluda Joadvinli
maaviauldvinunasinanudauds mnandunarsiadu “Banadovssailyidmanegaving”
namdauduatesdiolfidrfandonnrdne Marion Harroff-Tavel gnfisifind avudunansingnidle
pnuazgnrsnuiane tasmglunsdiineawdsnidy “deedgimuyuesan” wnedauas
asdeviuiiiesdinsivihanudesdgasdunanddegnals

uivauzieatu nawissaialanldlfiiu NGO uwuuithly aniusaninmanasideg
IAauLAITEMINaUsEINA (IFRC) vandndn annnausasUseinadl “mmL%auimmaﬂgwmmaww”
fumapausgaunguuensnvessemeaty 4 ﬁﬂﬁaq'“Luamuzqﬂwamzwiwﬁuﬁ%’gﬁumﬂ
Usendanu anugdiendy auxiliary role vidounum “ferewdosslunuuywesisy” ndnnsaina
faszylings 9 91 winnweandu auxiliary ¥0935 uidesinwamdudasslunsdnduls ons
anudunansuazenulidndedild nandieg fie nwingnesnwuuli “vhaudusy” wild “aney
meldsy” WennauduumesiindossumalnenmdnvaiBeiniu Uszfinsdedaninivialnedy
INUANITUNITDTENINUTEINA 5.6.112 (WA, 2436) ﬁimﬂwsﬁuw%ﬁmmuﬁ@mmL%‘Ua”uma
F1urunnn Safin “anganlauune” ieanasizsimnsuazwadey nouiamnduaninvielnglu
naviean axdnssdorudauuiuiiiimadior arwsfuns uaraywesssdouTURURUAGY

v Y

Tudsnguune daswa 939ua3ey (2019) TAs1eian annmalveiigiusdudoutazilu

a sal o v v

“DIANILUUNAN" MABANT NN TInlveRafaudgaaiy e anssssiisiuasyd

anundnididuidedontu deumduvisuuvanisunases anuduius Beandud uguay
andunsEIMINERS g ea IﬂwﬁwﬂgmuﬂizmumiLwi«??ﬂQ’ﬁwaaﬁﬂiﬁﬁ%’guumgmum%auaa
uagMTuAnNMIIY WA, 2550 Afiudnungymavsulasdatedianinmualnevesulszanassld
Tnumss Snuazdaziondn “anulnddadusy” llvdemieTamsssusiiy uwiduanuaiads
Tassasafignasdlilungusneuaranitu Tuausdfoang mnulnddadanandadugusss wu
unumvesan1nye nglunkulesiuwazussmansisutewisfgnszyli dunbeatuayumdn
Fausnneduniug don dwesniu msfinevswenanasiag lWaudsnsUszatunruthemde
seninaUsemenaznelulsznea wsevie “wain1gedwmin” Aldsunsatuayuwazlsraiuu
funsgmsrsmalngagiadumienis silinnaiunsavhauiiulassaddmiawaziieunasesls
5057 argedafiunnusiedaadutaaululasinistismdenguiuszuisndeivadsin
$IAUNTENTNASTUGULALNTENTININALNY HuszuURITa “dude/ansisilas” (na. 2568)
Foueiifenimues auiliary role flFmualiunalndseuanasziid-dmsnenslnajveassld
uinsaiiosiiiugais Wonwadosfisislassadesgiiovhaulitumsal mnmdunansfiingnd
Aanuviuiluansmasisuy msesglilvfisuiidunaromemadeseguda ddudsaudiaim
LANKENGY N3YIBMFRNIUYTEINISEUToNTUTINANA Bat 1 T81u1a o1vgniaduIndunis
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1 “audeundwasmuiunany” Aedsesdnsnerenidunaranninls Asiesasnnaziau
fugfesurauinuintiy Franke (2010) Ss3rarniunanswesnmunasngnuosindululildlulan
39 MTENYwesTIHRgluan MIARBNNINITIBImaBALIAN

MmpesdinNaNATI ansenUvesuRsiegeteramdy Funsnie “arulinia
YesFuuinng” mndiiensouideinmuimdudniwesigniegnaseuiilaesy wienakind1ve
ANTemde videiAniimnutemdediteulvmeninilorey duiatundnnsliddeuazans
uyweruiinudauanaseiteiio duiiaesie “anuvinfieuvenisdfmineins” deszuu
Prewmdorniulasademensuiniy lemafimstaarsazasiouddunnuddyniniadenesy
doudfindu uinnasweneslfinasinnuduiuioy duflaufe “@inmmadndn’ el
gurasdnsfinuanaTgiasiiuiinedasslunsteutiymdteuuasauouuimistiomie uimiu
Tnd3runniAvluoravilinmsinndsoiauemadendaleveiinmnigilden eegslsia ns
wespwlnadadusgdu “Jawm” essnuiennligisssuiuanuesiniaauiy wszlunngings
fofidRnionuiioniorulny madhidlasateizioteulives “aruriunisaluazanuasounqu”
Tunstredinaudtuiuun arulnddedudundwesudiauaansiziiguiy IFRC w@uslulfn
“principled auxiliary role” dwﬂwsm@éfaaéwﬁaﬁu%’yﬁawwaﬁﬁm WASITN WD ATLTINANNITUAY
msfmaulavugumudnduvesiuszune nandndenidldin nuedes “WAuAesly” us “Buvy
NANNITVDINULDI” Iﬁméﬁﬁmﬁqagﬁmﬁ@mué’uuﬂmﬁaemiﬂéﬂaL.Laza%maiﬁsiaé’mm WML
dsmuanaevifiaenndasiuvdnaina loun (1) lsinasinstiemde “wiuldiaznsinasuld” 1
dnduainarmidu lliaalnddanenisdios (2) deansudnanandunaisegisaiase niox
oS unBwaNavesn s sglugug auxiliary Wiohilvdsaufeuies (3) nszangsuaAuay
ninens liflasgieien ednudaszdsinndn waz (4) Waundaauaiunsayaainsuay
oraaiaslidlannunune “anudunars-anuldandes-anududass” Tudsljon Talviies
Aty aguudr ammdunanauazanalnddafusslilignsstunuudoudendns mnidu “aunad
ABIUTMNS” BYMADALIAN mmmlm?J'uagjuugmﬂiﬁﬁmam%uazngwmaﬁgnﬁu%’gadwﬁa%&
yauziigItufnunudnnisainadidessnuanudunatadioddsfifenssunniie sudsay
auATziveIMvInddindguienimsmdefusgunseiunstiomdslssiunisal udazdmsamds
waztndediodu mnneeanansnslidsemiud “enulnddn” dulivhane “anmdunansds

[ 9 v A 1Y [ & 1 a A
nanNng LL@SENEJUE)%GUNWNMLUUNHHUﬂ@UﬁQE}uﬁL@
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nanFe nsnAIBsNENINUMUALLaETe “n1n” gndsasiuiindufunuvesmnumng A
Fromderliidontns LLazmmﬁqmﬁaajmﬁammsﬁ’mlﬁmﬂﬂism (ICRC, 2011; IFRC, n.d.) iile
é’mﬁnwaﬁwﬁﬂﬁ%’ummﬁ’mﬂaqa Fudnvaldudeunarafuniwensnanisidlosiivaredeesn
“Bundy w1l ludwmdnnisanna auaumsnmeelianudfyiu “asiasomne” ag1eBe e
pMNUILAYAsaeuunymsuadliliuiedald (logo) umduadomneduasesneld
ngVNnBLwesITIENIUTEme wazsidudiunuanudunaisdaszvesauiunis mingnldia
TogusvasAagyiliiinanudvan anaumswsedydnual wazluaniunisalanudaudeena
nsznuaNUaendevesfujuinuldlaense (ICRC, 2011; ICRC, n.d.) ICRC afuiednin “n1sly
dydnvalegndliimnzan” sudimaiennualulilaogiilifans vielfludnuugiitunoun
UiWeiievesns dsasounquianisihluusznevianssumsidemsenslavanviuidess (ICRC,
2016) ﬂiauﬁmﬁazﬁauqmmﬁﬁ@dﬂ asINweRefiuTiAasssuas158i (public moral space)
srosgnundaslallinansfuniesdiovesiiela agndlsif assunssuainatdn “anudusywesss”
fu “anudumni/gg” gnidontuuieusigaduiuressuaunsnimnuds Shai Dromi (2016) wu
“anmuaurisnnd” luvaneanssud 19 lmnssuuyvesssunaueAdouniieainenuvey
sssulvmudussanssnduveswa LLasLﬁ@lﬁﬁuaghﬂmqﬁuﬁmmimmaqﬂszmﬂmu (Dromi, 2016)
fResngudsdsaAneivilinvadiaa gy 1Wussdnsfiguileu “wilonailes” wif “a¥
aumnenien1sdies” Tsgmilunieutu dydnuainmedsdauaudfuuy “aomih” Aaduiis
doydnunluywesssy LLazLﬁuﬁmﬁﬂwtﬁﬁLﬁauiaaﬁUﬂaﬂmLi‘]uma/%’j[@aﬂiz*ﬁmam%ﬁuawmumim
(Méller, 2022)

Tuusewdlve JededsdaydnuaiBaduduanuiunusy Tmans anniwalnedesiiiagin
Angensal 5.6.112 (e, 2436) uaziiulaneldinisgududvesantunszumninidededeliles v
W “anudunigin” gniuiamugiunmanuassndnivazannuduyifegiaue (Thai Red Cross
Society, n.d.; Tej Bunnag, 2022) nan2og19nssaulaan Lﬁ'amwLLaz%asanﬂwmgﬂwa'amaauagﬂu
Aamsassanresdininiu “Nuiluimssunnuarnmsidedasiiionn” dydnuvallasmsmas
Tumadsrunisidles meiulinrudnuianias dmalilasinuiidusyhufudydnuaidson “If
AU TIUAnFnlaeUIee” Fenuidsdydnuaissiul audssesnmagnliludimadeis
Anldvansuuy uuuusnie mimelilaongunisilensedindoulm Wevhldnsiedeulmuenug
Youssa Suywessa videlaniueg “Weusvrwu” mntu nsdivefidiudafelurisaudaudoneg
NSleY WA, 2556-2557 TuAaINTNIINIsunmng/nuguunusdulisvsedyanualdanyuraane
psnmaailunsguyamnindes wuaninwalnedesoonuifeusazdndnaundunanslall
TomsinvalufanssuniIsiiiog iws1eyinlidIPLdUaULAENSENUAINENYAINIBA (ANTREN, 2557)
swmnlunatuiasiounansenudidinuanaseinidudedld Wy iRanseuadoduuariau
Insyasngauianaden esanlinelaniniwsnivinlugndunsyuys (audadn, 2557)
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wnnsaiten mslddydnuaimuadunadedildFesnmdnuaiviniu uituneugiundnens
yosnudsananazilaenss innzaailindavesfuinefeduidenlngvesesdng uwuiiaesie
mslidyanuallnesgns e fisruafieladuanuvousssulvszueunisifles Fadugunuud
azldunsoundn wszdniinsuisnssy msdeansamdnual viensifennunmadiiuaiiud
vossgludoansisny dnivnsduigwesssussrinsUsamas uuinnditlunnesgfesnisadng
“nsgTiann” esdnsuywesIINiiingdydnvalindefiogeazgnisunegluainvesnuveusssu
1§41 willailinistiafumss 4 (Forsythe, 1976; Méller, 2022) Tudsaufiuandags msusngiiinsy
Tunawiefuiifiseulmeragneiuinduns “Susemnsiasssy” isgvdodiednases Senseny
mSanvesiFuUImsiAniuse auAnaulillindadenudunans nansenuvesnnandends
Fydnualsefanssudirnanaiziideddnuazdugnld Guain anuaguiadelurumneyons)
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