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Abstract

Community forest conservation is a crucial process that reflects the relationship
between humans and nature within the social, cultural, and spiritual dimensions of Thai
communities. The Buddhist principle of Samakkhi-Dhamma which signifies unity, cooperation,
and mutual benevolence among members of society serves as a moral foundation with the
potential to cultivate a culture of peaceful coexistence. This principle can be applied as an
effective approach to developing a “culture of community forest conservation.” This article
aims to explore the meaning and role of Samakkhi-Dhamma in creating such a culture by
employing frameworks from Buddhist psychology and socio-cultural theory. The findings
suggest that the development of a culture of community forest conservation does not arise
solely from governmental regulations or policy measures but, more profoundly, from the
shared moral consciousness of community members bound together by the principle of
Samakkhi-Dhamma. Collective awareness in conserving natural resources, generosity, social
responsibility, and cooperative effort without self-interest are key mechanisms that enable
true sustainability in forest conservation. Samakkhi-Dhamma thus functions as a social force
that transforms community values from resource dependence motivated by self-benefit to
balanced, environmentally conscious utilization. Moreover, the application of this principle
in community practices such as village meetings, forest merit-making ceremonies (boon-pa),
and collaborative management of common resources helps strengthen both human —forest
and human-community relationships. Ultimately, this study concludes that Samakkhi-
Dhamma is not merely a moral doctrine but also a framework for social governance that
possesses transformative power in fostering a sustainable culture of conservation. It can also
serve as an academic conceptual framework for developing future models of Buddhist-based

environmental management.

Keywords: 1. Samakkhi-Dhamma; 2. community forest conservation; 3. community culture;

4. Buddhist psychology; 5. Buddhist environmental management
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