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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis are: 1) to study the concept of the body in
the philosophy of Michal Foucault, 2) to study the concept of body in Theravada
Buddhist philosophy and 3) to compare the concepts of the body between Michal
Foucault’s philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

The results are found that: Michal Foucault views that the body is a
composition from society. The body is almost controlled by the various social in-
stitutions via the micro power that was called by him as “Bio-power”. Even through
it could not be seen, but it is alive and automatically. By this power we control
ourselves. Michal Foucault labelled the weak and tame as “docile body”.

At the means time, the Theravada Buddhist philosophy considers that
the body is naturally composed in the forms of different things having formed with
the immaterial and the material things. These are named as the Five Aggregates,
i.e., form, feeling perception, mental formation, and consciousness. The form is the
most concrete things having divided in to two groups; the primary elements and
derivative materiality which are the corporeal.

Therefore, Michal Foucault views on the body as the social formation
under the modern state’s social institutions controlling with technique of power
in controlling the body. This is aiming to set the population discipline. While in
Buddhist philosophy, the body is naturally composed thing. To control the physical
behavior, the doctrine and the discipline are necessary need.

Keywords: The Concept of Body, Michal Foucault, Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy
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