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Abstract

The study consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the Buddhist teachings
related to the building of Buddha statues; 2) to study the tradition of building wooden Buddha
statues in Phrae province; and 3) to analyze the Buddhist doctrine from the tradition of
building wooden Buddha statues in Phrae province. The study applied a qualitative research
method by studying documents and conducting in-depth interviews with 12 key informants
by means of purposive sampling. The results of the research are as follows:

1) The building of wooden Buddha statues has a background related to the Buddhist
teaching inseparably. Based on the historic pieces of evidence, although it is not clear whether
there was the building of Buddha statues or not back in the Buddha’s lifetime, there is a
legend of the building of Buddha statues made of sandalwood. It is also found that the
building of Buddha statues existed for the first time in the era of King Milinda. As for the
fundamental concept of the prototype in building the Buddha statues, it is based on the 32
Marks of the Great Man and 20 Secondary Characteristics (Anubyanjana).

2) There is no clear evidence when was the start of the building of wooden Buddha
statues in Phrae province but it has existed for a long time by relating to those of which in
the Buddha’s lifetime to India and Lanna respectively. It is found that there are many wooden
Buddha statues in each temple all over Phrae province and most of them are found in Sung
Meng District and Long District where there is a museum for preserving and studying the
wooden Buddha statues. In recent years, the tradition of building wooden Buddha statues has
begun to disappear and has not received much popularity. Only the local scholars with
experiences and the body of knowledge in the area have information and inherit the building
of wooden Buddha statues. Nowadays, the development of the tradition of building the
wooden Buddha statues is based on faith with 2 features: 1) the tradition of building big
Buddha statues with complete procedures of ritual according to the ancient Lanna scriptures
and 2) the tradition of building small wooden Buddha statues for offering for good fortune
and longevity. Moreover, it is also found that the building is for studying and inheriting the

local wisdom from teachers. At present, the tradition of building wooden Buddha statues has
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gained popularity and being restored again in order to enhance the faith of people and
promote the good Buddhist tradition. This considered the inheritance of Buddhism in Phrae
province.

3) From analyzing the Buddhist doctrine from the tradition of building the wooden
Buddha statues in Phrae province, it reveals that the tradition reflects important Buddhist

doctrine and connected to one another. From the analysis, there are 2 characteristics of the
Buddhist doctrine: 1) direct Buddhist doctrine ie., Saddh@ (Faith), PUj@ (Worship),
Purrakiriy@-vatthu (Bases of Meritorious Action), etc. 2) indirect Buddhist doctrine i.e.,
S@magel (Unity), Samm@dijlva (Right Livelihood), etc. The identity or Buddhist characteristic
of the wooden Buddha statue refers to the Buddhist doctrine based on the 32 Marks of the
Great Man which can be found in Samatha and Vipassan@ meditation. All the said Buddhist
doctrine is connected to the supreme goal in Buddhism which is to have mindfulness and
wisdom in realizing reality. In the meantime, since the tradition of building the wooden Buddha
statues is related to the ancient way of life, therefore, to make the tradition of building
wooden Buddha able to communicate the Buddhist doctrine which aims for a direct result
may be difficult to achieve. However, if the body of knowledge from studying the tradition of
building the Buddha statues is used as a means to understand the Buddhist doctrine that is
according to the social context and the era, it can be one of the factors to understand the
Buddhist doctrine in the future and to have wisdom in living life in a mundane world happily
and balancedly. Therefore, the tradition of building wooden Buddha statues should be

promoted in Phrae province in order to inherit the local wisdom and Buddhism.

Keywords: Buddhist Doctrine, Building Wooden Buddha Statues
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