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Abstract

The research consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the background of
Mahajatakadesand  tradition; 2 ) to study the Buddhadhamma appeared in
Mahdjatakadesan@ tradition of people in Tha Sak subdistrict, Phichai district, Uttaradit
province; and 3) to analyze the values of Mahdjatakadesana tradition of people in Tha Sak
subdistrict, Phichai district, Uttaradit province. The study applied qualitative research method.
The researcher studied the data from primary and secondary sources as well as in-depth
interviews with a population in a total of 25 persons. The acquired data were analyzed
according to the research objectives.

The results of the research are as follows:

1) Mah@jatakadesan@ tradition has been inherited since the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya,

and Rattanakosin periods in which the literature style varies according to each period. The

story of Mah@jQtaka plays a significant role for Buddhists because the story portrays the
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period when the Buddha’s previous incarnation was the Bodhisatta Vessantara, which was
the last life of the Buddha when he cultivated the 10 p@ramit@ (perfections)before he realized
enlightenment. The popularity and significance of Mah@j@taka can be seen in various
literatures in many different verses and different periods, particularly the royal edition that
has many different forms of poetry. Other local editions are such as Mah@jdtaka of Payap
part from the North written in Lanna script consisting of many editions and literature styles,
Khamchiang Mah@j@taka from Isan, Mah@jQtaka edition of Wat Matchimawat in Songkhla
province, etc. Moreover, there are various Mah@jQtaka in different literature styles that are
widely composed in each local area.

2) The Buddhadhamma appeared in Mah@j@takadesand tradition of people in Tha
Sak subdistrict, Phichai district, Uttaradit province is as follows: 1) Puﬁﬁak/r/yc_l—vatthu (the 3
Bases of Social Solidarity) refers to giving or sacrificing, observing the precepts or moral
behavior, and mental development; 2) Brahmavih@ra (the 4 Sublime States of Mind) or the
Dhamma for ruling the people consisting of Mett@ (loving-kindness), Karul@ (compassion),
Mudit@ (sympathetic joy), and Upekkh@ (equanimity); 3) Saddh@ refers to belief that is based
on reason, not on blind faith; 4) S@maggl refers to gratitude towards the benefactors both
those who are alive and those passes away; 5) Dis@ refers to the way of practice for coexisting
with people such as parents, teachers, spouse, friends, employees, and monks; 6) Sappurisa-
dhamma refers to qualities of a good man in which he must know the cause, the consequence,
oneself, sense of proportion, the proper time, the society, and the individual; and 7)
S@rahlyadhamma refers to the states of conciliation for the community.

3) The values of Mah@j@takadesan@ tradition of people in Tha Sak subdistrict,
Phichai district, Uttaradit province are divided into 5 aspects: 1) On the teaching refers to the
Buddhist doctrine appeared in Mah@jQtakadesan@ tradition that people can practice in the
community peacefully; 2) On family refers to the opportunity for family members to meet
and make merits together. Family members will also get to have heartwarming moments and
coexist with each other based on generosity; 3) On economy refers the stimulation of the
agricultural economy within the community. 4) On society as the tradition teaches people to
sacrifice, help, share for each other; and 5) On custom and tradition as it is a tradition based
on the Buddhist teaching which has been passed on from ancestors which helps to cultivate

morality for people in the community in order to coexist peacefully in the present society.
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