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Abstract

The thesis entitled “A Study on the Law of Kamma in the Legend of Maleyya
Thera” consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the background of the legend of
Maleyya Thera; 2) to study the law of kamma in Buddhist scriptures; and 3) to analyze the
teaching on the law of kamma in the legend of Maleyya Thera. The study was a documentary
research by studying the Tipitaka, books, documents, and related research works. The results
of the research are as follows:

1) The legend of Maleyya Thera has a content that is similar to Saleyyakasuttam
and Verafjakasuttam which mentions about the cause and condition why some beings on the
dissolution of the body, after death, reappear in states of deprivation, in an unhappy
destination, in perdition, even in hell, as well as those who reappear in a happy destination,
even in the heavenly world. The story portrays the life of the monk, Maleyya Thera, who
repeatedly visited the good life in heavens and the suffering in hells using his supernatural
power and knowledge, who brought back to the human world a message on the existence of
hell and heaven, and that in order to meet and listen to the future Buddha, Metteyya, and

attain enlightenment, all human beings should make merits through dana (giving), observe
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the five and eight precepts, as well as practicing both samatha (concentration) and vipassand
(insight) meditation.

2) Kamma is an action driven by intention, therefore, kamma is a neutral term that
can be both kusala-kamma (wholesome action) and akusala-kamma (unwholesome action).
There are 3 kinds of kamma which are: 1) Kaya-kamma (bodily action); 2) Vaci-kamma (verbal
action); and 3) Mano-kamma (mental action). Buddhism is a religion of wisdom based on
reason together with saddha (faith). There are 4 kinds of saddhd associated with kamma
which are: 1) Kamma-saddha refers to the belief in kamma; 2) Vipaka-saddha refers to the
belief in the consequences of kamma; 3) Kammassakata-saddha refers to the belief in the
individual ownership of kamma; and 4) Tathdgatabodhi-saddha refers to the belief in the
enlightenment of the Buddha. In contemplating and analyzing each phenomenon, it reveals
the existence of kamma and how it can affect humans and all living beings to meet the
consequences of their actions in different ways.

3) The teaching on the law of kamma in the legend of Maleyya Thera is mentioned
through portraying the cause and condition why some beings on the dissolution of the body,
after death, reappear in states of deprivation, in an unhappy destination, in perdition, even in
hell, as well as those who reappear in a happy destination, even in the heavenly world, this
is due to their kusala-kamma (wholesome action) and akusala-kamma (unwholesome action)
through 3 kinds of action: bodily, verbal, and mental. In the legend of Maleyya Thera, the
consequences of kamma can be linked to the 12 classification of kamma as follows: 1)
Ovadapadtimokkha (the fundamental teaching) as the framework for practice i.e., not to do
any evil, to do good, and to purify the mind. These 3 practices are the refuge for the mind
that whatever role one has, they will lead to happiness which is the goal of life; and 2)
Devadhamma refers to the virtues that make divine consisting of Hiri (moral shame) and

Ottappa (moral dread). Therefore, the teachings related to the law of kamma in the legend

of Maleyya Thera emphasize the importance of kamma and the consequences of kamma of

all human beings.

Keywords: the Law of Kamma, Maleyya Thera
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