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Abstract

The research paper entitled “An Application of Buddhadhamma for the Buddhist
Community Development According to the Project on “Village, Monastery, School” in Si
Satchanalai District, Sukhothai Province” consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the
context of Buddhist community according to the “village, monastery, and school” project in
Si Satchanalai district, Sukhothai province; 2) to study the Buddhadhamma for community
development in Theravada Buddhist scriptures; and 3) to propose the guidelines for applying
the Buddhadhamma for Buddhist community development according to the “village,
monastery, and school” project in Si Satchanalai district, Sukhothai province. The study was
qualitative research by collecting data from Tipitaka, commentaries, documents, and related
research works, including interviewing 15 people on the application of Buddhadhamma for
Buddhist community development according to the “village, monastery, and school” project

in Si Satchanalai district, Sukhothai province. The results of the research are as follows:

The 3™ National and International Buddhist Conference BU PAIS



1) From studying the Buddhist community context according to the “village,
monastery, and school” project in Si Satchanalai district, Sukhothai province, it is found that
the Sangha of Si Satchanalai district together with Sukhothai Provincial Cultural Office,
Sukhothai Secondary Educational Service Area Office 38, Sukhothai Primary Educational
Service Area Office 2, local administration organizations, community leaders, and people in
the area help to mobilize the project based on religions, arts, and cultures as the way of
practice in daily life, including the implementation of activities of the Sangha, public
administration and the people.

2 ) From studying the Buddhadhamma for community development in the
Theravada Buddhist scriptures, it is found that there is an integration of Buddhadhamma for
village (community leaders and the people), monastery (monks), school (teachers and
students) by applying Sangahavatthu (the Four Bases of Social Solidarity) as follows: (1) Dana
refers to an appropriate giving of the four requisites and Dhamma within the community in
normal times and in time of disaster; (2) Piyavaca refers to having a kind and polite speech
among community members; (3) Atthacariya refers to being dependent on each other among
relatives and community members with a voluntary mind; and 4) Samanattata refers to the
practice of religious and cultural activities that are consistent with the way of life.

3) The guidelines for applying the Buddhadhamma for Buddhist community
development according to the “village, monastery, and school” project in Si Satchanalai
district, Sukhothai province are found in 3 aspects: (1) Personal level for monks, community
leaders, people, teachers, and students to 1.1) apply in their daily lives in which they have
been cultivated since from the past to the present, 1.2) gain body of knowledge from members
of the family, school, and temple with monks as the ones to pass on the knowledge, 1.3)
regularly participate in Buddhist activities in the community and society; (2) Functional aspect
including village, monastery, and school as follows: 2.1) leaders and people coexist and
mutually depend on each other, 2.2) monks perform the role of spiritual leader by being a
role model and give mind training to Buddhists, 2.3) teachers perform the duty of teaching
children with both conventional and Dhamma knowledge; (3) Social aspect (policies) from
provincial to national level as follows: 3.1) support and promote budget, human resources
and media to drive the mission of “village, monastery, and school” project in a concrete and
continuous manner, 3.2) build a network of “village, monastery, and school” project in
provincial, regional and national level, and 3.3) measure and evaluate the results of the

performance for a clear development of the “village, monastery, and school” project.
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